
COUNTRY VILLAGE HISTORY 
 
In 1901 a graceful two story farmhouse was built by the 
Ericksen family on what is now called the Bothell-Everett 
Highway (SR 527).  Six years later the house was sold, and 
it gradually declined as it frequently changed hands.  It was 
then bought in 1921 by Alma Green. 
 
Alma was a Swedish emigrant and a real entrepreneur.  She 
started a variety of businesses.  They varied from a chicken 
ranch with 10,000 chickens to a profitable still during 
prohibition with, rumor has it, accommodations upstairs!  
According to one descendant, the still was later removed 
and buried in the backyard.  (The still has been searched for 
with a metal detector, but not found.)   
 
The house was owned by the Green family until 1965 when 
it was sold to a general contractor who used the property to 
store equipment, building materials and junk in general.  
Periodically, he would let several of his employees stay in 
the old house which had no central heating.  One former 
tenant remembers prying paneling from the living room 
walls and burning it in the fireplace for heat.  During this 
period of time, the story is told, people lived among the 
bushes.  One neighbor said there was a ñden of thievesò 
living on the property, and they had occasional brawls. 
 
The house continued to deteriorate until it was bought in late 
1979 by Rod Loveless, a residential land developer, who 
intended to remodel it for offices.  A year later he was 
approached by a family friend who wanted to open an antique 
shop.  The old carriage house was remodeled, and early in 
1981  ñThe Farmhouse Antiquesò officially opened, the first 
Country Village shop.  The main house was remodeled next, 
salvaging as much of the original woodwork as possible.  It 
was then leased to two more shops.  Further back on the 
property was the original cement milk house. 
  
Many other changes and additions to the Village occurred  
over the past years.  Presently a collection of more than 48 
shops, restaurants, galleries and antique shops and antique 
malls are clustered among the extensive plantings of flowers 
and shrubs.  Several fountains are located in the Village, 
including one that is situated in a stream that meanders 
down to the boat pond.  Brick pathways with old-fashioned 
lamp posts and benches connect the various buildings.  All 
the shops are individually owned, each with their own special 
flavor.   
 

THE BUILDINGS 
 
ACKERLUND HOUSE, THE 
Original owner unknown. Clarence & Marge Ackerlund 
bought this house in 1977 from Evelyn Switzler.  It became 
part of  Country Village in late 1982.  In 1983 the Villageôs 
first restaurant, Country Cafe, opened in what had been the 
kitchen and living room areas.  An antique shop opened in 
what had been bedroom (and is now part of Country Café), 
and The Weed Patch opened in what had been the garage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BARN, THE 
Built in 1985 using old barn boards, ñCountry Pickinsò opened 
their doors June 1.  Their first customers were 50 barn 
swallows that just flew in the door.  The windmill and the plow 
located in the yard to the east were brought from a wheat 
farm in Waterville in eastern Washington. 
 
BOARDWALK BUILDING, THE 
Completed in 1986.  Much of the siding used in this building 
was purchased from Art Grow, long time north end resident.  
Art had a salvage and second hand building materials business 
on Highway 99 for many years.  Our frequent use of his 
vintage materials have helped to shape the Villageôs historic 
theme and rustic charm. 
 
BOATWORKS, THE 
Built in 1980 to house Northshore Marine, a boat building 
business.  The pond to the west was dug at that time for 
display purposes.  However, zoning did not allow actual 
manufacturing of the boats, only assembly, so it was not long 
before the building was converted into shops.  The stained 
glass windows were imported from England and bought at an 
auction.  Each shop had a wood burning stove for heating!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BRISTOL BAY GILLNETTER 
Named after ñBristol Bayò in Alaska, these gillnet boats were 
built in the early 1900ôs.  They were designed to withstand 
high winds and are nearly flat bottomed because of the many 
sand bars & shallow waters they encountered.  The last Bristol 
Bay sailing gill netters were built in the 1940ôs.  One of the 
originals, this one was motorized in the 1950ôs.  Sold at 
auction by the Port of Everett in 1991 and installed in its 
present berth the spring of 1992. 
 
CARRIAGE HOUSE, THE 
Built in 1992.  This building was designed as a car museum to 
house Rod Lovelessô vintage auto collection and had eight foot 
wide sliding glass doors all along either side.  In 1994 most of 
the doors were removed and the building was converted into 
two retail shops. 

CLOCK TOWER BUILDING 
Completed in 1989.  This building was originally designed to 
have an all wood exterior but, consulting with shopowners, it 
was decided to change one wing to stucco.  The shakes used 
for siding were recycled from several houses that Village 
owner Rod Loveless had previously built over thirty years ago. 
 
COURTYARD BUILDING, THE  
Completed in 1994 this building houses shops and the 
Courtyard Hall, a banquet and meeting facility.    
 
The wainscoting in the Courtyard Hall has an interesting 
history.  It was actually made using solid mahogany doors 
salvaged from an old Seattle hotel.  The Savoy, built in 1904, 
was an eight-story first-class hotel.  Shortly after World War I, 
the hotel was renovated and four more floors were added.  
These top four floors were the luxury suites.  Over the years 
the hotel faded, and in 1980 it was scheduled for demolition.  
Michael Linn, a social worker and blacksmith from Bothell, was 
hired to relocate the forty-five permanent guests.  After 
spending several months working at the hotel, Mike decided to 
acquire the salvage rights to the building.  He saved as much 
as he could in the limited time left before it was torn down in 
1981.  Long Acres also is represented in this facility with the 
chandeliers  from the old race track.  
 
ERICKSEN HOUSE, THE 
Built in 1901 by the Ericksen family.  Bought by Swedish 
emigrant Alma Green in 1921 who had a variety of businesses 
ranging from a chicken ranch to fresh water oysters to a 
profitable still during prohibition!  Bought by Rod Loveless in 
1979 and renovated in 1981, it now houses Whitehouse 
Antiques and Candy Shoppe. 
 
GREAT NORTHERN CABOOSE 
Built in St. Cloud, Minnesota and served Great Northern 
Railway from 1923 to 1967.  Sold for scrap, the Mackey family 
of Everett bought the caboose from Michelsonôs Salvage Yard 
that same year and installed it in their back yard for a play 
house.  In 1989 it was moved to its present location. 
 
GREENôS ELECTRIC BUILDING 
Originally a carriage house, Greenôs Electric Repair was 
opened  in the 1940ôs.  In 1981, Carol Rowlands opened the 
first shop at Country Village:  The Farmhouse Antiques.  Carol 
remained as a shop owner at Country Village until her 
retirement in 2004.  The building was picked up and moved to 
its present location in 1983 to allow for the widening of the 
highway.  The entire western portion is an addition which was 
completed in 1992. 
 
HAY SHED, THE 
An out building of the Ackerlund house.  Clarence Ackerlund 
was a truck driver making frequent trips to eastern 
Washington.  On the return trip, finding himself with an empty 
truck, he would load up with hay.  The hay was stored here 
which his wife, Marge, would sell to local horse owners. 
 

HEN HOUSE, THE 
Originally housing chickens this building was located where       
the Town Hall now stands.  Converted to a shop in 1982.  The 
enclosed deck area was added in 1993. 
 
HUBER HOUSE, THE 
Original owner unknown.  Otto Huber bought the house and 
1.8 acres in the early 1950ôs.  He was a cattle trader and had 
a loading chute to the rear of the house.  In 1969 the property 
was rezoned and bought by Washington Farm and Land, a 
Bothell real estate company now located on Bothell Way.  
Acquired by Rod Loveless in 1984, with additional Village 
shops opening that summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREAT  NORTHERN RAILWAY CAR 
This 160,000 pound 80 foot by 10 foot railway car is a club car 
that Great Northern ran on the Empire Builder coast-to-coast 
in the 1950ôs.  In the 1970ôs it was retired and became part of 
Andyôs Diner in Tukwila .  When Andyôs Diner Tukwila was 
auctioned off in 1996 it was bought and moved to Country 
Village tracks and all, and converted into retail space. 
 
MILK SHED, THE 
One of the original out buildings of the Ericksen House.  It 
was and is a cement block milk house which was later 
covered with shakes and converted to a retail shop in 
1986. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OLD MILL, THE 
Originally a hair salon on Bothell Way, this building was 
redesigned as a mill complete with a water wheel 
constructed using the drum from an antique crane.  The 
Old Mill Building was converted into two shop spaces. 

 

 

 
Continuedé. 



THE BUILDINGS, CONTINUED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OLD STILL BUILDING, THE 
This was the first ñnewò building actually designed for retail 
shops.  Built in 1984 on the site where the Greenôs still was 
rumored to be buried.  In 1994 a fire gutted the lower floor 
but, little damage was done to the second level thanks to the 
early warning sounded by passing neighbors. 
 
S. P. & S. CABOOSE 
Built in 1904, this caboose was part of the Spokane Portland 
Seattle Railway before retiring to Juanita as a real estate 
office.  It is the survivor of an unusual style:  instead of a 
cupola on top for the brakeman to see up the tracks, it has 
two bay windows on either side.  The brakeman would open 
the window and lean out to see up ahead.  Moved to the 
Village in 1988. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TOWN HALL, THE  
Built in 1985 and originally designed to hold an indoor 
farmerôs market or auction.  There were seven 10 foot wide 
roll up doors on either side.  In 1993 the building was 
converted to an antique mall, the roll up doors were 
removed, and Snohomish artist Mel Johnson was 
commissioned to paint the scenes on the south side of the 
building. 
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THE BUILDINGS: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SELF-GUIDED 

 WALKING TOUR  
 
 

 

Open Everyday! 

Monday-Saturday 
10:00-6:00 

Sunday   11--5:00 
 

 
 

237th SE & Bothell-Everett Hwy.  
Bothell, WA  98021 

PHONE 425/483-2250   
FAX 425/489-0271 

 

Equal Access 425-483-2250 
Weekends Contact Shops 

countryvillagebothell.com 
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